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and the length of a field the height of a tree, or the astronomer
who uses a planet to measure the distance of the sun, and the
distance ot the sun to get the position of the planet; we ought,
I say, by using Eeligion as a fixed point for Philosophy, Science
as a fixed point for Religion, and each in turn as a fixed point
for the other two, to be able to trace beforehand with a large
measure of scientific precision and detail, the great movements
of Intellectual Development, both in their general unfolding,
and in their several stages of evolution.

With these somewhat abstruse preliminaries then, with which
I regret to have been obliged to afflict the reader on the very
threshold of our subject, we are now in a position to advance
with comparative ease to their detailed application to the course
and evolution of' Greek Philosophy,